Theatre & Dance
Thomas Jefferson Library, University of Missouri-St. Louis

When searching in either the library catalog or through one of the library’s databases, try both spellings of theatre/theater. This can also be referred to as performance studies or performing arts. See also: Music subject guide
Subject Headings

These terms can be used to search for books in the Library Catalog. They can also be used to search for articles in the suggested library databases noted below. Using an asterisk (*) at the end of a root word will pull up variants of the word as in act below. To narrow your search, use the Advanced Search function with additional terms related to your topic.
performing arts

drama

theater


act* (acts, acting, actor, actress)
stage 


dance

movement (acting)
production

direction/director*
play/plays
comedy


monologue
choreography

audience
ballet


improvisation/improv*




Selected Databases & Indexes – accessible from the Libraries’ Databases’ page

· Communication & Mass Media Complete – Provides quality research in areas related to communication and mass media. Some full-text.
· Academic Search Premier – Cross-disciplinary; may limit to scholarly (peer-reviewed) articles
· JSTOR – Database to cross-disciplinary scholarly literature; A database of archived issues of academic journals. Articles are available as scanned versions of journal pages."

· LexisNexis Academic – Cross-disciplinary; using the Guided News Search limit to Magazines & Journals, or Abstracts, or Policy Papers.

· Project Muse -full-text access to over 100 scholarly journals primarily in the Humanities and Social Sciences.
· Dissertations& Theses – access to a preview of these documents.
· Communication Abstracts (paper) – Located on the third level of the Thomas Jefferson Library, these abstracts may be found in the Reference Indexes area.   P87 .C59733
Selected Book Titles 
The Best Plays of … (various years 1953-1987)* PN6112 .B45   *Try both title and keyword searches.
The Cambridge Companion to the Musical   ML2054 .C35 2008
Directory of Theatre Training Programs: Profiles of College and Conservatory Programs throughout the United States  REF PN2078.U6 C48
Dramatists Sourcebook 2001/2002  PN2289 .D73
Encyclopedia of Musical Theatre  REF ML102.M88 G3 2001, v. 1-3 
Rules for the Dance: a handbook for writing and reading metrical verse  PE 1505 .O37 1998

See also these databases:

· Oxford Reference Online – select “Performing Arts”; includes dictionaries and other reference works pertaining to the performing arts.

· Credo Reference – access to full-text reference books, including areas of the performing arts.
Theatre/Dance: Selected Web Resources

CyberDance – an Internet dance database with links to dance resources on the Internet.
Dramatists Play Service
Free to Dance (PBS Great Performances website) – includes a dance timeline and links to other dance resources.
IBDB (Internet Broadway Database)
Virtual Library of Theatre and Drama
Voice of the Shuttle: Dance
Theater/Dance: Selected Journals
These are just a few of the journals that may relate to Dance/Theatre/Performance Studies research. Some are in print (located in call number order on the 5th floor of the Thomas Jefferson Library), and some are only accessible in electronic format. To find out if the library carries or has access to a journal, go to the library’s Databases page, select the link for “Locate Journal Titles”. Type the title of the journal in the search box.
	Dance Magazine (1998 to present online; various issues in print 1981-2008 GV1580 .D24x)
	Dance Research: The Journal of the Society for Dance Research (1983-2005 online)

	Dance Research Journal (1974 to 2003 online)
	Dance Spirit Magazine (2001 to present online)

	Journal of Physical Education, Recreation & Dance(1988 to present in print GV201 .J6, plus various issues 1981-87)
	Modern Drama (e-access from 2005 to present)

	PAJ: a journal of performance and art (1998 to present online)
	Performing Arts & Entertainment in Canada (1991 to present online)

	TD & T (Theatre Design & Technology; 1998 to present online)
	Theater Online (2000-2004)

	Theatre History Studies (2003 to present online)
	Theatre Journal (1979 to present online)

	Theatre Survey (2001-2003 online; 1980 to present & various issues 1961-1979 in print collection PN2000 .T716)
	Theatre Topics Online (1996 to present)

	TheatreForum (2004 to present online)
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